
7.53 Identify and locate the geographical features of the Americas, including: • Andes 
Mountains • Appalachian • Great Plains • Pacific Ocean Mountains • Gulf of Mexico • 
Rocky Mountains • Atlantic Ocean • Mississippi River • South America • Caribbean Sea • 
North America • Yucatan Peninsula • Central Mexican Plateau 

Study Guide for the Native American Cultures 7.54 Explain the impact of geographic features on North American 
Indian cultures (i.e., Northeast, Southeast, and Plains), including: 
clothing, housing, and agriculture. 

Clothing, housing, and agriculture were dependent of the geographic features, therefore 
changing the North American Indian cultures depending on location of the tribe.
People in the Great Plains wore bison hide clothing as they traveled much of the US and 
Canada as nomads. People in the Southeast wore lighter clothing due to the temperatures 
and the climate.



7.55 Describe the existence of diverse networks of North American Indian cultures (within present-day United 
States) including: varied languages, customs, and economic and political structures. 
Political structure –
All tribes were grouped together based on usually based the areas or 
region that they lived and on their culture such as their religion, 
customs, and language
Southeastern Native Americas, known as the Five Civilized Tribes, 
created chiefdoms and later, alliances with the colonists. This earned 
them the “civilized” title, yet in practice, many of the tribes became 
socially and economically stratified.

The North American Indian languages are both numerous and 
diverse. At the time of first European contact, there were 
more than 300. The North American Indian languages are so 
diverse that there is no feature or complex of features shared 
by all.

The Cherokee - Before the Europeans arrived, the Cherokee people lived in an area of 
the Southeastern United States which is today the states of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee. They lived in wattle and daub homes.

Native Americans did not put a lot of value into material items. 
There was little in the way of possessions and ownership. 
People didn't own land or collect money in the bank. They 
valued intangible things like respect, honor, and status. 
Economically they were self-sufficient and would trade for 
other goods. 

Social Structure
• Highest level- tribes or nations 
• in each tribe are smaller groups called clans
• Clans divided further into villages and families 


